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And, of course, there is a need to refine the quality of the images made, especially during the
process of defining and fixing focus. For instance, he found the Leica M2 could be used in the rain, as
long as the camera was protected from splash. So, it's a post | wrote on this topic seven years ago.
It’s good to revisit the topic because there are some new details of my first-hand experience. Back in
2010, I had to climb a hill in rain. There was only one way: up. | had four cameras: a Canon EOS 1D
Mark 1V, a Canon EOS 1D Mark lll, a Nikon D300, and my Leica M9. The hill had three paths, with
some segments more challenging than others. | had no choice. In a real emergency, | knew | would
have to shoot with the Leica. It was fine with me. | had bought the Leica M9 (then $21,600) in 1992.
At the time, | didn't use a tripod or a remote. | found a nearby tree and tied the camera to it. The
tree was only about 20 feet high. But, | couldn’t shoot at night without a tripod. | had a lot of trouble
with condensation on the internal elements in the first year or so. | solved the problem by shooting
mostly with flash, and only when | wasn’t worried about condensation did | let the camera warm up.
When | did it overnight, the early morning condensation never bothered me again. It wasn’t until
1999 that | had a chance to own a Leica TTL flash. | bought the two-1 TTL flash for $550, and it
finally solved my condensation problem. | bought three more TTL flashes as well. My understanding
was that the TTL method was equivalent to the studio flash method. | was wrong.
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