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Although the BJP has had some success in gaining attention from a small segment of the public, its real strength lies in massive, well-organized support from the Hindu
majority. The Hindu nationalist party has benefited from a relentless campaign to build a united Hindu community. The BJP has successfully marketed itself as defenders
of Hindu culture and Hindu nationalism, and used fringe Hindu groups to spread Hindu nationalist principles among Hindu nationalists. The BJP has used a steady drip-

drip of subversion and disinformation to set the stage for the current leadership vacuum. With the resignation of Narendra Modi in May, the BJP briefly lost its
parliamentary majority in the National Assembly elections . Here, too, there is a division among states, by region and by religion. In the South, four-in-ten Hindus (41%)
say religion was very important in their familys lives. Among Hindus in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, this figure rises to nearly half (49%). In the North, it
reaches 60% or higher in Goa, Gujarat and Maharashtra. Southern Hindus are significantly more likely than their counterparts elsewhere in India to say religion was not

important to their family growing up. Of the regions other than the South, only Goa shows a majority saying that religious issues were not important (55%), while four-in-
ten in Gujarat and Maharashtra say this. Overall, Indians are also more likely than Europeans to feel that religion, national identity and tolerance are important to their

lives. Indias religious makeup does not fully explain why Indians are more likely than Europeans to feel that national identity, religion and tolerance are important,
although the connection between being a Hindu, Muslim or Christian and the perceived importance of these is more significant in India than in Europe. The belief that

religion, national identity and tolerance are very important to one s life is more prevalent among Indians than among Europeans, both in the South (61% vs. 53% among
those 18-35) and elsewhere in the country.
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