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increased plasmid stability as a proof-of-principle that the
fitness of, in this case, acrB-deficient S. enterica strains

can be restored when the plasmid maintenance is
facilitated. However, we appreciate that it may not be a

valid expectation for other virulence genes that can
cause phenotypic changes in the cell. However, this

finding does strengthen our conclusion that T7SS
possesses a plasmid maintenance trait that we, however,
do not have a handle to functionally test. Our data also
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provide a solid evidence that can be used to explain the
phenotypic presentation of typhoid during infection that
is characterized by the presence of VSL\#3-like serum-

insoluble O-Ag on the bacterial surface and subsequently
the presence of flagella as well as loss of VPI-0451, which

are the genetic markers indicative of presence of
*Salmonella* in the blood. We suggest that in addition to

the non-encapsulated strains of *S.* Typhi that
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